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78-44-39

78-44-39.

JUDICIAL CODE

Duties under prior law cluded in initial report.

Property

to be in-

(1) This chapter does not relieve a holder of a duty to report, pay, or deliver
property arising before July 1, 1983. Such holder who fails to comply before
that date is subject to the applicable enforcement and penalty provisions in
existence at that time and those provisions are continued in effect for the
purpose of this subsection, subject to Subsection 78-44-30(2).
(2) The initial report to be filed under this chapter for property that was not
required to be reported before July 1, 1983, but which is subject to this chapter
shall include all items of property that would have been presumed abandoned
during the ten-year period prior to July 1, 1983, as if this chapter had been in
effect during that period.
History: C. 1953, 78-44-39, enacted by L.
1983, ch. 164, § 1.

78-44-40.

Application

and construction

of chapter.

This chapter shall be applied and construed as to effectuate its general
purpose to make uniform the law with respect to the subject of this chapter
among states enacting it.
History: C. 1953, 78-44-40, enacted by L.
1983, ch. 164, § 1.
Severability Clauses. - Section 2 of Laws
1983, ch. 164 provided: "If any provision of this
chapter or the application of any provision to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of this chapter which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this chapter are severable."
Effective Dates. - Section 3 of Laws 1983,
ch. 164 provided: "This act shall take effect
July 1, 1983."
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78-45-1.

78-45-2

Short title.

This act may be cited as the Uniform Civil Liability for Support Act.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 1.
Meaning of "this act". - The term "[t]his
act," referred to in this section, means Laws
1957, Chapter
110, which appears as
§§ 78-45-1 to 78-45-4, 78-45-5 to 78-45-7,
78-45-8, 78-45-9, and 78-45-10 to 78-45-13.

Cross-References. - Child support collection, Chapter 45d of this title.
Public support of children, Chapter 45b of
this title.
Uniform child custody jurisdiction, Chapter
45c of this title.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Postmajority disability as reviving
parental duty to support child, 48 A.L.R.4th
919.
Child support: court's authority to reinsti-

78-45-2.

tute parent's support obligation after terms of
prior decree have been fulfilled, 48 A.L.R.4th
953.

Definitions.

As used in this act:
(1) "State" includes any state, territory or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia and the commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
(2) "Obligor" means any person owing a duty of support.
(3) "Obligee" means any person to whom a duty of support is owed.
(4) "Child" means a son or daughter under the age of 18 years and a
son or daughter of whatever age who is incapacitated from earning a
living and without sufficient means.
(5) "Parent" includes a natural parent, an adoptive parent, or a stepparent.
(6) "Stepparent" means a person ceremonially married to a child's natural or adoptive custodial parent who is not the child's natural or adoptive parent or one living with the natural or adoptive parent as a common
law spouse, whose common law marriage was entered into in a state
which recognizes the validity of common law marriages.
(7) "Stepchild" means any child with a stepparent.
(8) "Earnings" means compensation paid or payable for personal services, whether denominated as wages, salary, commission, bonus, or otherwise, and specifically include periodic payment pursuant to pension or
retirement programs, or insurance policies of any type. Earnings shall
specifically include all gain derived from capital, from labor, or from both
combined, including profit gained through sale or conversion of capital
assets.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 2; 1979, ch.
131, § 1; 1982, ch. 63, § 1.
Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.

Cross-References.
of this title.
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78-45-3.

JUDICIAL CODE

Duty of man.

Every man shall support his child; and he shall support his wife when she is
in need.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 3; 1977, ch.
140, § 3.
Cross-References. - Criminal nonsupport
of children, § 76-7-201.

Divorce, maintenance of parties, § 30-3-5.
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Act, § 77-31-1 et seq.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Child's right to support.
Duty to support children.
-Judicial limitation.
-Retarded child.
-Transfer.
Duty to support wife.
-Termination.
--Divorce.
Estoppel to assert duty to support.
Wrongful death action.
-Medical and burial expenses.

Child's right to support.
A child's right to support is his own right,
not his parent's. Wasescha v. Wasescha, 548
P.2d 895 (Utah 1976).
Duty to support children.
-Judicial
limitation.
Parents are permanently "duty-bound" to
support their children; however, the extent of
that duty is not without limitation, and where
the question of child support has been submitted to a court of competent jurisdiction and a
ruling thereon has been obtained, the more
general statutory duty of support becomes circumscribed by the more specific duty imposed
by the court. In re C.J.U., 660 P.2d 237 (Utah
1983).
-Retarded child.
Trial court properly required husband to pay
child support after the child reached 21 years
of age where the child was retarded and incapable of self-support. Garrand v. Garrand, 615
P.2d 422 (Utah 1980).
-Transfer.
A parent cannot rid himself of his duty to
support his children by purporting to transfer
this duty to someone else by contract. Gulley v.
Gulley, 570 P.2d 127 (Utah 1977).
Duty to support wife.
-Termination.
--Divorce.
Divorce terminates husband's duty to sup-

port his wife except for any obligations imposed by the divorce decree. Gulley v. Gulley,
570 P.2d 127 (Utah 1977).

Estoppel to assert duty to support.
Children have a right to support, but where
their mother and her second husband had provided it, mother was estopped to demand that
her first husband also contribute support; since
her demand was not in the nature of a claim
for reimbursement, to grant it would have been
in effect to give the children "double support"
to which they were not entitled. Wasescha v.
Wasescha, 548 P.2d 895 (Utah 1976).
Wrongful death action.
-Medical and burial expenses.
District court erred in deducting proceeds of
medical and burial insurance policy from
amount of special damages in action by father
for wrongful death of son, since father was under legal duty imposed by statute to pay cost of
medical care and burial expenses for son and
was thus entitled to recover amounts reasonably expended for that purpose; mere fact that
plaintiff at own expense carried insurance to
protect against such contingencies should not
inure to benefit of wrongdoer. Ottley v. Hill, 21
Utah 2d 396, 446 P.2d 301 (1968).
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78-45-4

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 41 Am. Jur. 2d Husband
and Wife§ 329 et seq.; 59 Am. Jur. 2d Parent
and Child § 54.
C.J.S. - 41 C.J.S. Husband and Wife § 15;
67A C.J.S. Parent and Child §§ 55 to 58.
A.L.R. - Death of putative father as pre-

78-45-4.

eluding action for determination of paternity
or for child support, 58 A.L.R.3d 188.
Liability of parent for support of child institutionalized by juvenile court, 59 A.L.R.3d 636.
Key Numbers. - Husband and Wife e:, 4;
Parent and Child e:> 3.1(2).

Duty of woman.

Every woman shall support her child; and she shall support her husband
when he is in need.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 4.
Cross-References. - Criminal nonsupport
of children, § 76-7-201.

Divorce, maintenance of parties, § 30-3-5.
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Act, § 77-31-1 et seq.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Duty to support children.
--Judicial limitation.
-Transfer.
-Termination.
--Divorce.

Duty to support children.
-Judicial
limitation.
Parents are "duty-bound" to support their
children; however, the extent of that duty is
not without limitation, and where the question
of child support has been submitted to a court
of competent jurisdiction and a ruling thereon
has been obtained, the more general statutory
duty of support becomes circumscribed by the
more specific duty imposed by the court. In re
C.J.U., 660 P.2d 237 (Utah 1983).
-Transfer.
A parent cannot rid herself of her duty to

support her children by purporting to transfer
this duty to someone else by contract. Gulley v.
Gulley, 570 P.2d 127 (Utah 1977).

-Termination.
--Divorce.
The fact that the wife in a divorce proceeding
is not required to pay support, neither terminates the children's right, nor obviates the
mother's responsibility, for such support as
may be determined at some future time. Woodward v. Woodward, 709 P.2d 393 (Utah 1985).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 41 Am. Jur. 2d Husband
and Wife § 334; 59 Am. Jur. 2d Parent and
Child § 54.
C.J.S. - 41 C.J.S. Husband and Wife § 16;
67A C.J.S. Parent and Child § 54.
A.L.R. - Liability of parent for support of

child institutionalized by juvenile court, 59
A.L.R.3d 636.
Wife's possession of independent means as
affecting her right to child support pendente
lite, 60 A.L.R.3d 832.
Key Numbers. - Husband and Wife ,s=, 4;
Parent and Child ,s=, 3.1(3).

639

78-45-4.1

78-45-4.1.

JUDICIAL CODE

Duty of stepparent to support stepchild - Effect of termination of marriage or common law
relationship.

A stepparent shall support a stepchild to the same extent that a natural or
adoptive parent is required to support a child. Provided, however, that upon
the termination of the marriage or common law relationship between the
stepparent and the child's natural or adoptive parent the support obligation
shall terminate.
History: C. 1953, 78-45-4.1, enacted by L.
1979, ch. 131, § 2; L. 1980, ch. 42, § 1.

Cross-References. - Adoption, Chapter 30
of this title.
Divorce, maintenance of parties, § 30-3-5.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Equitable estoppel.
Since courts are reluctant to use an equitable estoppel theory to impose a support obligation on a man who is not the biological father
of a child, a stepfather was not equitably estopped from denying liability where there was

no evidence that the mother had attempted to
collect support from the natural father, even
though the stepfather had married the mother
prior to the child's birth, and at one time had
claimed the child as his own. Wiese v. Wiese,
699 P.2d 700 (Utah 1985).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
Journal of Contemporary Law . - Note,
Wiese v. Wiese: Support Obligations of Stepparents - The Utah Supreme Court Toppled
by Estoppel, 12 J. Contemp. L. 305 (1987).

78-45-4.2.

A.L.R. - Stepparent's postdivorce duty to
support stepchild, 44 A.L.R.4th 520.

Natural or adoptive parent has primary obligation of support - Right of stepparent to recover
support.

Nothing contained herein shall act to relieve the natural parent or adoptive
parent of the primary obligation of support; furthermore, a stepparent has the
same right to recover support for a stepchild from the natural or adoptive
parent as any other obligee.
History: C. 1953, 78-45-4.2, enacted by L.
1979, ch. 131, § 3.
Cross-References. - Adoption, Chapter 30
of this title.

Child support collection, Chapter 45d of this
title.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
Journal of Contemporary Law. - Note,
Wiese v. Wiese: Support Obligations of Step-

parents - The Utah Supreme Court Toppled
by Estoppel, 12 J. Contemp. L. 305 (1987).
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78-45-4.3.

78-45-7

Ward of state - Primary obligation to support.

Notwithstanding § 78-45-2, a natural or an adoptive parent or stepparent
whose minor child has become a ward of the state is not relieved of the primary obligation to support that child until he reaches the age of majority.
History: C. 1953, 78-45-4.3, enacted by L.
1983, ch. 120, § 1.

78-45-5.

Cross-References. - Adoption, Chapter 30
of this title.
Period of minority, § 15-2-1.

Duty of obligor regardless
dence of obligee.

of presence

or resi-

An obligor present or resident in this state has the duty of support as
defined in this act regardless of the presence or residence of the obligee.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 5.
Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 23 Am. Jur. 2d Desertion
and Nonsupport §§ 32, 95.
C.J.S. - 41 C.J.S. Husband and Wife§ 14
et seq.

78-45-6.

Key Numbers. - Husband and Wife¢" 4;
Parent and Child ,s,, 3.1(5).

District court jurisdiction.

The district court shall have jurisdiction of all proceedings brought under
this act.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 6.
Cross-References. - General jurisdiction
of district court, § 78-3-4.

Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 20 Am. Jur. 2d Courts§ 147
et seq.

78-45-7.

C.J.S. - 21 C.J.S. Courts, § 291.
Key Numbers. - Courts ¢" 156.

Determination of amount of support, ment formula for temporary support.

Assess-

(1) Prospective support shall be equal to the amount granted by prior court
order unless there has been a material change of circumstance on the part of
the obligor or obligee.
(2) When no prior court order exists, or a material change in circumstances
has occurred, the court, in determining the amount of prospective support,
shall consider all relevant factors including but not limited to:
(a) the standard of living and situation of the parties;
(b) the relative wealth and income of the parties;
(c) the ability of the obligor to earn;
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(d) the ability of the obligee to earn;
(e) the need of the obligee;
(f) the age of the parties;
(g) the responsibility of the obligor for the support of others.
(3) When no prior court order exists, the court shall determine and assess
all arrearages based upon, but not limited to:
(a) the amount of public assistance received by the obligee, if any;
(b) the funds that have been reasonably and necessarily expended in
support of spouse and children.
(4) In determining the amount of prospective support on an ex parte or
other motion for temporary support, the court shall use a uniform statewide
assessment formula, adjusted for regional differences, prior to rendering the
support order. The formula shall provide for all relevant factors which can be
readily identified and shall allow for reasonable deductions from the obligor's
earnings for taxes, work related expenses, and living expenses. The assessment formula shall be established by the Department of Social Services and
periodically reviewed by the Judicial Council under Subsection 78-3-21(3).
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 7; 1977, ch.
145, § 10; 1984, ch. 13, § 2.
Amendment Notes. - The 1984 amendment added Subsection (4); and made minor
changes in style.
Cross-References. - Creation of Department of Social Services, § 63-35-3.

Creation of Judicial Council, Utah Const.,
Art. VIII, Sec. 12; § 78-3-21.
Divorce, maintenance of parties, § 30-3-5.
Public support of children, Chapter 45b of
this title.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Assessment of arrearages.
-Due process requirements.
Modification of support.
-Divorce decree.
State recovery of assistance to child.
Assessment

of arrearages.

-Due process requirements.
Due process of law requires that court must
consider the relevant factors set out in this section in assessment of obligor for public assistance benefits received by the obligee prior to a
court order for support. Roberts v. Roberts, 592
P.2d 597 (Utah 1979).
Modification

of support.

-Divorce
decree.
The divorce decree establishes the duty of
support the ex-husband owes to his ex-wife and

a complaint under this section to modify that
duty of support is improper. Mecham v.
Mecham, 570 P.2d 123 (Utah 1977).
State recovery of assistance to child.
State, which was joined as a party to the divorce action before court entered order determining husband's obligation for child support,
was entitled to reimbursement from the husband for assistance furnished the child before
entry of the order for support in the amount,
based upon the relevant factors as set out in
this section, as set out in the support order.
Roberts v. Roberts, 592 P.2d 597 (Utah 1979).
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78-45-9

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
Am. Jur. 2d. - 41 Am. Jur. 2d Husband
and Wife§ 330 et seq.; 59 Am. Jur. 2d Parent
and Child § 54 et seq.

78-45-7.1.

C.J.S. - 41 C.J.S. Husband and Wife § 14
et seq.; 67A C.J.S. Parent and Child § 50.
Key Numbers. - Husband and Wife ,s:, 4;
Parent and Child ,s:, 3.1(5).

Medical and dental expenses of dependent children - Assigning responsibility for payment Insurance coverage.

When no prior court order exists or the prior court order makes no specific
provision for the payment of medical and dental expenses for dependent children, the court shall include in its order a provision assigning responsibility
for the payment of reasonable and necessary medical and dental expenses for
the dependent children. If coverage is available at a reasonable cost, the court
may also include a provision requiring the purchase and maintenance of appropriate health, hospital, and dental care insurance for those children.
History: C. 1953, 78-45-7.1, enacted by L.
1984, ch. 13, § 3.

78-45-8.

Cross-References. - Divorce, maintenance
and health care of parties, § 30-3-5.

Continuing jurisdiction.

The court shall retain jurisdiction to modify or vacate the order of support
where justice requires.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 8.
Cross-References. - General jurisdiction
of district court, § 78-3-4.

78-45-9.

Enforcement

of right of support.

(1) The obligee may enforce his right of support against the obligor and the
state Department of Social Services may proceed pursuant to this act or any
other applicable statute, either on its own behalf or on behalf of the obligee, to
enforce the obligee's right of support against the obligor. Whenever any court
action is commenced by the state Department of Social Services to enforce
payment of the obligor's support obligation, it shall be the duty of the attorney
general or the county attorney, of the county of residence of the obligee, to
represent that department.
(2) No obligee shall commence any action to recover support due or owing
that obligee whether under this act or any other applicable statute without
first filing an affidavit with the court at the time the action is commenced
stating whether that obligee has received public assistance from any source. If
the obligee has received public assistance, the obligee shall join the Department of Social Services as a party plaintiff in the action. The Department of
Social Services shall be represented as provided in Subsection (1) of this section.
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History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 9; 1975, ch. 96,
§ 23; 1977, ch. 145, § 11; 1982, ch. 63, § 2.

Meaning of "this act". - See. note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.
Cross-References. - Enforcement of support provisions by Department of Social Services, § 55-15a-24.

General duties of attorney general, § 67-5-1.
General duties of county attorney, § 17-18-1.
Office of Recovery Services respQnsible to
carry out obligations of Department of Social
Services to collect child support, § 55-15c-4.
Public support of children, Chapter 45b of
this title.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Discharge of debts.
-Bankruptcy.
Enforcement by one other than obligee.
-Mother.
--Divorce.
Estoppel.
-Parents'
actions and agreements.
-Provision of support by other parties.
Intervention by state.
-Divorce.
-Public assistance.
--Taking
of deposition.
Reimbursement of department.
-Divorce.
--Alimony
payments.
--Child
support.
Discharge

of debts.

-Bankruptcy.
Support debts owing to Department of Social
Services are not dischargeable in bankruptcy.
State v. Bodily, 552 P.2d 644 (Utah 1976).
Enforcement

by one other than obligee.

-Mother.
Divorce.
This act does not provide the exclusive remedy to procure support for minor children; this
section is permissive, not mandatory, and does
not foreclose the right of one other than obligee
to enforce the duty of support by any other
means provided by law; mother could enforce
children's support rights on countermotion for
modification of divorce decree; this section did
not make support rights enforceable by children alone, after their attainment of majority;
since children were retarded and would require
specialized care throughout their lives, divorced father was ordered to continue support
payments indefinitely, irrespective of the children's chronological age. Dehm v. Dehm, 545
P.2d 525 (Utah 1976).

--

agreement of the parents. French v. Johnson,
16 Utah 2d 360, 401 P.2d 315 (1965).
-Provision
of support by other parties.
Children have a right to support, but where
their mother and her second husband had provided it, mother was estopped to demand that
her first husband also contribute support; since
her demand was not in the nature of a claim
for reimbursement, to grant it would have been
in effect to give the children "double support"
to which they were not entitled. Wasescha v.
Wasescha, 548 P.2d 895 (Utah 1976).
Intervention

by state.

Estoppel.

-Divorce.
While state could properly intervene in divorce proceeding to secure reimbursement
from father of public moneys expended for support of child, it was not entitled to intervene to
secure reimbursement of funds expended for
support of mother; the wife's right to alimony
or support was dependent upon facts to be
brought out in the course of the divorce proceeding and was not established until a judgment issued therein, so prior to that time the
state's right to reimbursement was merely conjectural. Reeves v. Reeves, 556 P.2d 1267
(Utah 1976).

-Parents'
actions and agreements.
A decree awarding child support payments
for a child cannot be avoided by the conduct or

-Public assistance.
Where divorced wife and her four children
were living on public assistaPce, it was proper
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for Department of Social Services to intervene
on her behalf in an action by her to force her
ex-husband to make 32 monthly child support
payments which he then owed. Bartholomew v.
Bartholomew, 548 P.2d 238 (Utah 1976).

--Taking
of deposition.
Intervention by state pursuant to this section and Chapter 45b in action by ex-wife, who
was welfare recipient, to compel ex-husband to
make delinquent child support payments,
while proper, was not sufficient to entitle the
state to take the ex-husband's deposition without first either commencing a new action or
obtaining an order to show cause. Mattingly v.
Mattingly, 562 P.2d 1254 (Utah 1977).
Reimbursement

of department.

-Divorce.
--Alimony
payments.
The Department of Social Service's right to
reimbursement from ex-husband for welfare
payments made to his ex-wife subsequent to
the divorce is limited to his duty of support as
set out in the divorce decree. Mecham v.
Mecham, 570 P.2d 123 (Utah 1977).
Department of Social Services was not entitled to reimbursement from ex-husband, based
upon ex-husband's duty of support of his wife
as set out in the divorce decree, for necessities
furnished the ex-wife subsequent to the divorce, where the parties by contract had modified the ex-husband's duty of support as set out
in the decree, and the husband had satisfied
his duty as modified. Gulley v. Gulley, 570
P.2d 127 (Utah 1977).
--Child
support.
Father had a continuing and inalienable
duty founded in natural law to support his children, and a necessary concomitant of this duty
was an obligation to reimburse one who paid

78-45-9

for such support to rescue children he left in
need; therefore, the Division (now Department)
of Family Services was not required to obtain a
court order establishing defendant father's obligation to pay a specific monthly sum before it
could bring suit under this section for reimbursement. State Div. of Family Servs. v.
Clark, 554 P.2d 1310 (Utah 1976).
Department of Social Services was entitled
to reimbursement from father of children,
based upon the father's duty of support as set
out in a divorce decree, for necessities furnished the children, despite father's contract
with the children's mother releasing him from
support payments in exchange for payment of
lump-sum cash to the mother, since a father
has a statutory duty to support his children
which may not be contracted away. Gulley v.
Gulley, 570 P.2d 127 (Utah 1977).
State Department of Social Services, which
was joined as a party to the divorce action before court entered order determining husband's
obligation for child support, was entitled to reimbursement from the husband for assistance
furnished the child before entry of the support
order in the amount as fixed in the support
order. Roberts v. Roberts, 592 P.2d 597 (Utah
1979).
Where Department of Social Services did not
participate in the divorce proceeding because it
was not notified of such proceeding, and the
divorce decree made no mention of temporary
alimony or child support or arrearages of either, the divorce decree was not resjudicata as
to father's liability for arrearages of child support and did not bar the department's right to
reimbursement from the father for child support provided to the mother during the pendency of the divorce. Knudson v. Utah State
Dep't of Social Servs., 660 P.2d 258 (Utah
1983).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 23 Am. Jur. 2d Desertion
and Nonsupport §§ 25, 82.
C.J.S. - 41 C.J.S. Husband and Wife § 50;
67A C.J.S. Parent and Child §§ 73 to 89.
A.L.R. - Validity and construction of provision for arbitration of disputes as to alimony or
support payments, or child visitation or custody matters, 18 A.L.R.3d 1264.

Power of divorce court, after child attained
majority, to enforce by contempt proceedings
payment of arrears of child support, 32
A.L.R.3d 888.
Key Numbers. - Husband and Wife e,, 4;
Parent and Child e,, 3.3(3).
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Repealed.

Repeals. - Section 78-45-9.1 (L. 1982, ch.
63, § 3), relating to court's order for assignment, support lien, or garnishment of obligor's

78-45-9.2.

income and covering responsibilities of the employer, was repealed by Laws 1984, ch. 14, § 3,
effective July 1, 1984.

County attorney to assist obligee.

The county attorney's office shall provide assistance to an obligee desiring
to proceed under this act in the following manner:
(1) provide forms, approved by the Judicial Council of Utah, for an
order of wage assignment if the obligee is not represented by legal counsel;
(2) yhe county attorney's office may charge a fee not to exceed $25 for
providing assistance to an obligee under Subsection (1).
(3) inform the obligee of the right to file impecuniously if the obligee is
unable to bear the expenses of the action and assist the obligee with such
filing; •
(4) advise the obligee of the available methods for service of process;
and
(5) assist the obligee in expeditiously scheduling a hearing before the
court.
History: C. 1953, 78-45-9.2, enacted by L.
1983, ch. 119, § 1.
Meaning of "this act". - The term "this
act," referred to in the introductory language,
means Laws 1983, Chapter 119, which appears
as this section.
Effective Dates. - Laws 1983, ch. 119, § 2

78-45-10.

provided: "This act shall become effective upon
approval." Effective May 10, 1983.
Cross-References. - Creation of Judicial
Council, Utah Const., Art. VIII, Sec. 12;
§ 78-3-21.
General duties of county attorney,§ 17-18-1.
Service of process, Rules 4, 5, U.R.C.P.

Appeals.

Appeals may be taken from orders and judgments under this act as in other
civil actions.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 10.
Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.

78-45-11.

Cross-References. Rules 3 to 13, U.R.A.P.

Appeals generally,

Husband and wife privileged communication
applicable - Competency of spouses.

in-

Laws attaching a privilege against the disclosure of communications between husband and wife are inapplicable under this act. Spouses are competent witnesses to testify to any relevant matter, including marriage and parentage.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 11.
Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.
Cross-References. - Marital privilege in

civil actions generally, § 78-24-8; Rule 501,
U.R.E.
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act, marital privilege inapplicable to, § 77-31-22.
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C.J.S. - 97 C.J.S. Witnesses § 266 et seq.
Key Numbers. - Witnesses eca 187 et seq.

Am. Jur. 2d. - 81 Am. Jur. 2d Witnesses

§ 148 et seq.

78-45-12.

Rights are in addition to those presently existing.

The rights herein created are in addition to and not in substitution to any
other rights.
History:

L. 1957, ch. 110, § 12.

78-45-13.

Interpretation

and construction.

This act shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate its general
purpose to make uniform the law of those states which enact it.
History: L. 1957, ch. 110, § 14.
Meaning of "this act". - See note under
same catchline following § 78-45-1.

Cross-References. - Construction of statutes, Chapter 3 of Title 68.

CHAPTER 45a
UNIFORM ACT ON PATERNITY
Section
78-45a-l.
78-45a-2.
78-45a-3.
78-45a-4.
78-45a-5.
78-45a-6.
78-45a-7.
78-45a-8.

Obligations of the father.
Enforcement.
Limitation on recovery from the
father.
Limitations on recovery from father's estate.
Remedies.
Time of trial.
Authority for blood tests.
Selection of experts.

78-45a-1.

Section
78-45a-9. Compensation of expert witnesses.
78-45a-10. Effect of test results.
78-45a-ll. Judgment.
78-45a-12. Security.
78-45a-13. Settlement agreements.
78-45a-14. Venue.
78-45a-15. Uniformity of interpretation.
78-45a-16. Short title.
78-45a-17. Operation of act.

Obligations of the father.

The father of a child which is or may be born out of wedlock is liable to the
same extent as the father of a child born in wedlock, whether or not the child
is born alive, for the reasonable expense of the mother's pregnancy and confinement and for the education, necessary support and funeral expenses of the
child. A child born out of wedlock includes a child born to a married woman by
a man other than her husband.
History: L. 1965, ch. 158, § I.
Cross-References. - Public support of children, Chapter 45b of this title.

Uniform Civil Liability

§ 78-45-1 et seq.

for Support Act,

Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Act, § 77-31-1 et seq.
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